Leader Overview
Volume Overview
Pursue Jesus
Jesus’ offer is remarkably clear: If we look for Jesus, we’ll find Him. He’s not hiding from us, but closely connecting with Him does take us being intentional. We’re called to follow Him, to pursue Him. In this volume, we’ll look at how individuals pursued Jesus through the challenges of their circumstances. Pursuing Jesus is not only a mental exercise for personal growth, but it also means living out our faith in tangible ways: showing up, listening carefully, receiving grace, and trusting Him.
Session Overview
Show Up
In this Live session, kids will discover that as we pursue Jesus, our lives life be changed. Zacchaeus wasn’t a believer when he met Jesus, but Jesus took the time to stop in the middle of His day to meet with him. Through that one encounter, everything in Zacchaeus’s life changed. When our life is truly changed, others around us will see a difference.
Bible Lesson
Zacchaeus Looks for Jesus
Luke 19:1–10
Faith Fact
I can know Jesus.
Faith Verse
Jeremiah 29:13 (NLT)
“If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.”
Preparing for the Session
Leader Preparation Time: 20–25 Minutes
	You Will Need
Large Group
	•	Bible
	•	Worship songs (Song suggestions: “Shine a Light” by Kids on the Move; “Available” by Elevation Worship; “Fresh Chance” by River Valley Worship [lyric video])
	•	For groups not using a phone or tablet only, add:
	•	Projector or TV
	•	Laptop
	•	Faith Fact Slide
	•	Large Group Game Slides A and B
	•	Faith Verse Video or Slide
	•	Bible Lesson Video
	•	“Zacchaeus” Song Video
	•	Teaching Point Slides 1–3
	•	Bible Teaching Time Slide
	•	Basketball
	•	Paper, one sheet per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
Small Group
	•	Bibles for kids in the group to share
	•	Paper, one sheet per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
	•	Whiteboard and markers
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
To access session content and videos from a computer, visit: BibleEngagementProject.com/downloads


	Getting Ready
Large Group
	•	Download videos and slides if needed.
	•	Select worship song(s) and have them ready to play.
	•	Optional: Replace the image of the teacher on the Large Group Game Slide with your picture.
	•	Read the Bible Lesson Scripture to prepare for Teaching Time.
Small Group
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.
First time leading Live for Kids? Check out the Facilitator Guide.





Large Group
30 Minutes
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.

Introduction
I’m so excited you’re here today! We’re going to dive into God’s Word and find out how to pursue Jesus. Who knows what the word pursue means? (Allow responses.) To pursue someone means you work hard to be with them. You can also pursue new skills, like playing a sport or baking your favorite cookies.
Our Bible story today is all about a man named Zacchaeus and what he did to pursue Jesus. He was just a normal guy, but he decided to do something unusual to get a glimpse of Jesus. It was totally worth it, because his life was changed forever. I’m so excited for you to hear more about his story later!
But before we get started on that, can you answer a question for me? (Group response) Have you ever pursued something? (Group response) Now think about what you pursued. Maybe you practiced a hobby like playing the guitar or painting. Maybe you played a sport like soccer or basketball. Maybe you got ready for a science fair or a spelling bee. Maybe you got to know a new friend. What is something you have pursued? (Allow responses.)
Faith Fact
I love hearing how you have pursued things in your life! It reminds me of our Faith Fact today. When we pursue Jesus, our life is changed. Why? Because we can know Him. Isn’t that amazing? Our Faith Fact today is I can know Jesus.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Stand up and say that with me. Ready? I can know Jesus. Can you say it while giving your neighbor a high five with every word? I can know Jesus. This time we’re going make different funny faces with every word. I can know Jesus. That was fun!

Game
Four Corners
	You Will Need
	•	Large Group Game Slides A and B
Getting Ready
	•	Optional: Replace the image of the teacher on the Large Group Game Slide with your picture.



Let’s keep having fun and play a game called Four Corners. In our story today, Zacchaeus spent time with Jesus. So let’s see who you’d like to spend time with.
•	Show the Large Group Game Slide A.

These four pictures show people you could spend time with: your favorite athlete, a homeless person, Jesus, or your favorite teacher. I hope that’s me, by the way! In just a moment, you’ll go to the corner of the room that matches the person you’d choose.
•	Point to each picture and tell kids which corner matches each choice.
•	Optional: If your group is too large to move around the room, have kids choose one of four actions instead of choosing a corner—stay seated, stand, sit on the floor, touch their toes, etc.
Everyone, go to the corner that matches the person you’d like to spend time with.
•	Give kids time to respond.
•	Ask a few kids why they made their choice.
Was it hard to pick one person over another? (Group response) This time I want you to decide who is the last person you’d like to spend time with from these choices.
•	Review the choices on the slide.
Okay, go to the corner that goes with your choice.
•	Allow kids to move to the corners.
•	Optional: Ask a few kids why they made their choice.
Was it easy or hard to pick a person you didn’t want to spend time with? (Group response) I think Zacchaeus might have been surprised that Jesus wanted to spend time with him. We’ll find out why in our Bible story. Bur first, let’s make one more choice, just for fun. When you spend time with your favorite person, I’m sure you’ll want to eat together. So this time, choose your favorite food!
•	Show the Large Group Game Slide B.

Are you going to have a hamburger and fries, pizza, macaroni and cheese, or tacos?
•	Point to each picture and tell kids which corner matches each choice.
Ready to choose? Go to the corner that matches your favorite food. Or if you would pick something different, go to the middle.
•	Allow kids to move to the corners.
•	Ask kids in the middle what they want to eat.
Great choices! Spending time with people is a great way to get to know them—especially Jesus! That’s what our Faith Fact says. Say it with me: I can know Jesus.

Worship
Zacchaeus will show us why Jesus is the very best person to spend time with. After all, only Jesus can change us from the inside out! Let’s thank Jesus for doing that. Are you ready to worship Him today by singing? (Group response) I know I am. Let’s worship Him now!
•	Lead the kids in singing one or two praise songs. See suggestions at the beginning of the session.

Bible Lesson
Jesus loves it when we spend time worshipping Him. When we sing about how faithful and wonderful He is, I think it makes Him smile. Now it’s time for us to dive into the Bible. We know we’re talking about Zacchaeus today. And we know our Faith Fact is I can know Jesus. So let’s see what Zacchaeus and Jesus have in common. Before we do any of that, let’s pray.
Prayer
	Dear Jesus, thank You for giving us the opportunity to learn about You today. Show us how we can live for You more and more. We love You. Amen.


Video Intro
Just before we look at the Bible story, let’s watch this video. It’s our friend Dash with an episode of the Kids Bible Vlog. Let’s see what Dash is up to.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video.

Bible Story
Zacchaeus Looks for Jesus
I love how Dash realized he can know Jesus just like Zacchaeus knew Jesus. Did you know there’s a song about Zacchaeus? Does anyone know it? (Group response) Let’s sing it together.
•	Optional: Lead kids in singing the “Zacchaeus” song or watch the video.

Zacchaeus was a wee, little man and a wee, little man was he.
	• Hold palms flat and facing each other as if measuring something.
He climbed up in a sycamore tree
	• Pretend to climb, alternating hands.
For the Lord he wanted to see.
	• Shade eyes with one hand and look around.
And as the Savior came that way, He looked up in the tree,
	• Keep eyes shaded with one hand and look up.
And said, “Zacchaeus, you come down from there,”
	• Wave hand in a “come here” motion.
“For I’m going to your house today. For I’m going to your house today.”
	• March in place and clap to the beat
I love this Bible story. It’s a great reminder that Jesus loves everyone—not just famous celebrities or sports stars, but ordinary people too. In Jesus’ eyes, we’re all important.
Teaching Time
	You Will Need
	•	Basketball
No prep needed for this activity.



We can learn a lot from Zacchaeus’s story. Grab your Bible or pull up a Bible app on your device. Turn to Luke 19:1–10.
•	In order to keep Large Group time moving along, we don’t recommend having the kids read.
•	Optional: Remind the kids to mark this place with a bookmark, so they can read it on their own at home.
Before we dive into the Bible story, it’s important for us to know what’s happening here. Zacchaeus must have heard Jesus was in town, and he wanted to see what Jesus was all about.
I’ve got a couple of questions for you. Do you think Zacchaeus was just curious about Jesus? Or do you think he hoped Jesus would change his life? Raise your hand if you think Zacchaeus was just curious. (Group response) Now raise your hand if you think he hoped Jesus would change his life. (Group response)
The truth is, we have no idea why Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus. But we do know Zacchaeus probably didn’t have a lot of friends. He was a tax collector, and people didn’t like tax collectors where he lived. Many tax collectors tried to become rich by taking extra money from people. Let’s just say Zacchaeus wasn’t the most popular guy around. How do you think Zacchaeus felt about not having a lot of friends and not being liked? (Allow responses.) I imagine he felt lonely at times. Let’s take a look at what the Bible says about Zacchaeus.
1. Zacchaeus looked for Jesus.
•	Show the Teaching Point 1 Slide.

•	Read Luke 19:1–3.
(Hold up the basketball.) What’s this? (Group response) That’s right! It’s a basketball. What do most basketball players have in common? (Allow responses.) A lot of them are tall. And what did the Bible say about Zacchaeus? (Allow responses.) He was too short to see over the crowd. The Bible doesn’t tell us exactly how short Zacchaeus was, but we know he couldn’t see over the people in front of him. Have you ever been in that situation? (Group response)
Zacchaeus wanted to see what this guy Jesus was all about, but he was too short to see over the crowd. Maybe he was annoyed that people were blocking his way. We don’t know about that for sure, but we do know he made a big decision. He would pursue Jesus, and nothing was going to stop him. Let’s see what the Bible says happened next.
•	Read Luke 19:4–5.
With the crowd in the way and Jesus about to pass by, Zacchaeus came up with a plan. What did he do? (Allow responses.) He decided to climb a tree to get a better view! Have you ever climbed a tree? (Group response) Did it help you see farther than you could on the ground? (Group response)
•	Show the Bible Teaching Time Slide.

Imagine climbing a tree to get a glimpse of Jesus himself! I would for sure climb a tree if it meant I got to see Jesus! How about you? (Group response) Zacchaeus knew this was his chance to see Jesus. But I don’t think he was prepared for what happened next.
2. Jesus knows us personally.
•	Show the Teaching Point 2 Slide.

Jesus didn’t just wave to Zacchaeus and keep walking. He stopped and called him by his name! He knew who Zacchaeus was. Do you think Zacchaeus was surprised Jesus knew him? (Group response) I do! And guess what happened next. Jesus invited himself to Zacchaeus’s house! Can you even imagine having Jesus come over to your house? (Group response) It must have been so amazing for Zacchaeus. Let’s keep reading.
•	Read Luke 19:6–7.
Okay, quick recap. Zacchaeus—short guy people probably didn’t like—wanted to see Jesus—just see Him. Then all of a sudden, Jesus called Zacchaeus by name and went to his house! And now our Faith Fact makes even more sense. I can know Jesus. Even with all the mistakes Zacchaeus had made in his life, Jesus wanted to get to know him. The people didn’t understand why Jesus wanted to go to a tax collector’s house. But Jesus did it because He came for everyone: Zacchaeus, the confused people around him, you, and me. Everyone.
Zacchaeus started out just wanting to see Jesus. I doubt he knew what would happen when he pursued Jesus. But after he spent time with Jesus, his heart and life were changed forever. Let’s find out how.
3. We can know Jesus personally.
•	Show the Teaching Point 3 Slide.

•	Read Luke 19:8–10.
Zacchaeus was so happy that Jesus wanted to meet with him. The Bible shows us that Zacchaeus’s heart and life changed when he got to know Jesus. Suddenly, Zacchaeus wanted to be kind to others. After his time with Jesus, Zacchaeus was saved. That means he believed in Jesus and Jesus forgave his sins, which are all the wrong things he had done.
Zacchaeus became a follower of Jesus that day. And then Zacchaeus said he would give half of his money to the poor. He promised that if he had cheated anyone, he would pay them back four times as much as he had taken. All this from a guy who had just climbed a tree to see Jesus. In one day, his whole life became totally different.
Jesus inspired Zacchaeus to change and live in a new way. After Zacchaeus knew Jesus personally, he wanted a different kind of life. Zacchaeus went from taking money to sharing his money with people in need. I’m sure the people around him could tell his life had changed.
Do you remember our Faith Fact? I can know Jesus. Just like Zacchaeus got to know Jesus, we can know Him too. Just like Zacchaeus was saved, we can be saved too. When we believe in Jesus and ask Him to forgive our sins, He will. Then we can spend time getting to know Him like Zacchaeus did. As we read the Bible, talk with Him in prayer, and worship Him, our life will change too.
Maybe you are already following Jesus. Do you act and talk just like everyone else? Or can people tell you are pursuing Jesus? It’s like Dash said in the video: We can live every day knowing Jesus wants to have an active role in our life. And we can know Him personally!

Prayer and Response
Consider playing a worship song softly in the background while kids pray.
	You Will Need
	•	Paper, one sheet per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
No prep needed for this activity.



Zacchaeus probably didn’t know what would happen when he started pursuing Jesus. But his heart and life were changed forever. The same is true for you and me. The more we pursue Jesus, the more He changes us from the inside out.
In just a second, you’ll get a piece of paper and something to write with. I want you to think of something you’ve done to pursue Jesus. Zacchaeus climbed a tree and welcomed Jesus in his home. What have you done? Have you read your Bible to learn more about Jesus? Have you spent time praying and talking to Jesus? Have you asked someone to tell you more about Jesus? Have you listened carefully as we learned about Jesus today? On your paper, write or draw what you’ve done to pursue Jesus. If you haven’t pursued Him lately, write or draw something you can do this week.
•	Give kids time to respond.
This week, I want you to take five minutes every day to pursue Jesus. You can thank Him for what He has done for you, your friends, and your family. You can ask Him to help you with your struggles. You can speak up when He shows you people who need kindness and encouragement. If you encourage a friend at school, on your sports team, or in your neighborhood, maybe you’ll have a chance to tell them about Jesus. You might even be able to invite them to come with you to church.
Prayer
Optional: Have the kids repeat phrases of the prayer after you.
	Dear Jesus, thank You for always choosing us, for pursuing us, for knowing us by name, and for wanting to be with us. Help us choose to spend time with You. Help us with our struggles. We want to live for You. In Your name. Amen.


Faith Verse
Our Faith Verse today is about pursuing Jesus. When Zacchaeus climbed a tree to look for Jesus, Jesus was ready to be found. And if we look for Jesus, we’ll find Him too!
•	Play Faith Verse Video.

Jeremiah 29:13 (NLT)
“If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.”
Let’s say that together. (Group response) Now, let’s see if the boys or girls can say it louder. Let’s have the boys go first. Ready? (Group response) Okay, now it’s the girls’ turn! Ready? (Group response) One more time with everyone saying it all together! (Group response)
Faith Fact
Before we go to our small groups, let’s say our Faith Fact again. I can know Jesus.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Say it with me. I can know Jesus. Remember, when we know Jesus personally, our life changes. And others can see the difference! I’ve had so much fun learning from this Bible story with you today. Now let’s get ready to go to small groups.
•	Dismiss kids to Small Group time or to go home if your group time ends here.
Small Group
30 Minutes
This section can be done in conjunction with the large group or on its own if you do small groups with your kids. During Small Group time, the goal is to connect the kids with the Word of God and to each other. All activities are led by the small group leader.

Group Connection
Name Game
In our Bible story, Jesus knew Zacchaeus and called him by name. So we’re going to play a game that helps us get to know each other. I need everyone to sit in a circle. (Pause while kids move.) Here’s how this is going to work. Each of you will say a word that describes you. But there’s more to it! The word has to start with the same letter as your first name. For example, Smiling Sophia or Juggling Jackson. If you get stumped, we’ll help each other out. I’m going to start.
•	Share your example. Then let everyone share.
Now let’s add an extra challenge. The first person will say their answer. Then the person beside them will say that person’s answer and their own. We’ll keep going until it gets back to me. I’ll try to say everyone’s answers without making a mistake. You might have to help me!
•	Give everyone an opportunity to try to remember all the answers others have shared.
I think Zacchaeus probably served a meal when Jesus came to his house. So let’s add a food to our name. For example: Smiling Sophia serves a sandwich, or Juggling Jackson serves jelly. Keep going until we’ve made it all the way around the circle!
•	Let everyone share their answers.
Thanks for playing! Some letters were easier than others, weren’t they? As we finish up, tell me who you would want to invite to your house. It can be anyone in the world, and their name doesn’t need to begin with the same letter as yours! It can be someone you know already or someone you don’t. So tell us their name and why you want to invite them. Let’s share.
•	Give kids time to share.

Bible Lesson Recap
•	If small group activities are not immediately following large group time, you may want to read the Bible story passage before the discussion.
	

You Will Need
	•	Bibles for kids in the group to share
No prep needed for this activity.



Bible Story Review: Zacchaeus Looks for Jesus Luke 19:1–10
What do you remember about Zacchaeus from our Bible story today? (Allow responses.) Here’s what I remember. He was a tax collector, and lots of people didn’t like him. When he heard Jesus was coming to town, he wanted to see what Jesus was all about. But the crowd was too big and Zacchaeus was too short, so he climbed up a tree to see Jesus!
What happened when Jesus saw Zacchaeus? (Allow responses.) I remember that Jesus called Zacchaeus by name, told him to come down from the tree, and said He was going to Zacchaeus’s house! When Zacchaeus got to know Jesus, his life totally changed. He gave money to help the poor, and even promised to repay people four times over if he had cheated them!
•	Give each kid a Bible and read the Bible story together.

Group Discussion
Feel free to use all or just a few questions as a jumping-off place for good discussion. Questions marked with * are designed for more conversation. Adjust the questions based on the age or maturity of your group. Typically, older kids will be able to dive a little deeper than younger ones.
Questions
What do you think Zacchaeus was like before he met Jesus?
What did the Bible tell us about Zacchaeus’s height?
What did Zacchaeus do to see Jesus?
When Jesus saw Zacchaeus in the tree, what did He do?
* Imagine if Jesus hadn’t stopped and talked to Zacchaeus. Do you think Zacchaeus still would have tried to get to know Jesus? Why or why not?
Why do you think the people in the crowd were grumbling about Jesus going to Zacchaeus’s house?
What emotions did Zacchaeus feel when he took Jesus to his house (verse 6)?
How can we show excitement and joy as we get to know Jesus?
* What are some ways we can meet with Jesus and spend time with Him?
* How do you know Zacchaeus’s life was actually changed? What did he do to show others he was different?
* How can we show others that our life is different because we know Jesus?

Live It
	You Will Need
	•	Paper, one sheet per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
No prep needed for this activity.



Faith Fact
Zacchaeus is such a good reminder of our Faith Fact! I can know Jesus. Say it with me. I can know Jesus.
•	Hand out a sheet of paper and a pencil or pen to each kid.
Earlier we wrote down one way we pursued Jesus. On this paper, I want you to write or draw one thing you can do this week that will show other people you know and love Jesus. Maybe it’s spending time with a friend who doesn’t know Jesus. Maybe it’s sending a friend or family member a text to tell them you love them. Maybe it’s asking someone if you can pray for them or writing them an encouraging note. You can even show your faith by bowing your head to pray before you eat your lunch at school.
•	Give kids time to respond.
Challenge
Take the paper home to help you remember your idea. Then every time you see a tree this week, let it remind you to do the action on your paper. Maybe you’ll even think of other ways to show people that you know and love Jesus!
Prayer
Finish group discussion by sharing prayer requests and praise reports. Keep track of your small group’s prayer requests and review them each time you meet.
•	Have kids share and pray for each other’s prayer requests.
	Dear Jesus, thank You for an opportunity to know You more through the story of Zacchaeus. Thank You for wanting to know each one of us. Please help us live for You so other people can see You through us. Amen.



Faith Verse Review
	You Will Need
	•	Whiteboard and markers
No prep is needed for this activity.



Our Faith Verse is Jeremiah 29:13. God’s Word, the Bible, teaches us Jesus promises that if we look for Him, we’ll find Him. Just like Zacchaeus looked for Jesus, we want to do the same. Let’s say our Faith Verse together.
•	Show Faith Verse Video.

Jeremiah 29:13 (NLT)
“If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.”
Faith Verse Fun
Verse Hideaway
Let’s see if we can learn this verse today. I’ll write it on the board.
•	Write the Faith Verse large enough for everyone to see.
Let’s read it together one time to put it fresh in our mind. Pay attention because we’re about to challenge our memory.
•	Read the verse together.
Now, we’ll take turns erasing words and replacing them with lines. Let’s see if we can keep saying the verse as the words disappear.
•	Each time the group recites the verse, have a volunteer come up and erase one word from the verse, replacing it with a line. Then, recite the verse again.
•	Repeat until the whole verse is gone.
•	If you’re short on time, consider erasing multiple words or whole phrases with each turn.
Great job, everyone! We’re learning our Faith Verse. I hope none of us ever forgets it.

Activity Page
Places I Can Know Jesus
	You Will Need
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
Getting Ready
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.



Remember, our Faith Fact today is I can know Jesus. So let’s talk more about how we get to know Him better.
•	Hand out a copy of the Activity Page and a pencil to each kid.
Zacchaeus was up in a tree when he met Jesus. He spent time with Jesus in his home and got to know Him. In the first space, draw or write where you were when you first heard about Jesus. In the second space, write or tell how you get to know Jesus better.
•	As kids complete their pages, ask them to share with the group what they are writing or drawing.
•	Encourage them to color the pictures if there is time.

Dismissal
Jesus really wanted to get to know Zacchaeus. And I hope you can see just how much Jesus wants to know you too! Let’s close in prayer.
Prayer
	Dear Jesus, thank You for today. Thank You for showing us through Zacchaeus—just an ordinary guy in the Bible—how important we are to You. No matter what bad things we’ve done, You love us and always want us to know You better. We love You. Amen.


Faith Fact Recap
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

One more time, let’s all say our Faith Fact together! Ready? I can know Jesus. I’m glad you came today. I can’t wait to see you next time.
•	Send home the Small Group Activity Page, Prayer and Response paper, and the Live It paper.
•	Remind parents that there are Family Devotions available on the app to do with their kid.
•	Tell everyone the date and time for the next session.
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